Tilehurst Globe Report re Rescue 2018
24th and 25th March

Report re Clearup in Gypsy Lane

Gypsy Lane is still a very mucky lane if left to its own devices. I decided to clear the Lane before the actual Rescue event which is what I did last year and it seems to work better that way. I went once to collect beer cans since there is always a large number dumped along the way. After I got a whole bag full I returned home and put the cans in my red bin. Hopefully they will be recycled so that the young lads will get more cans of beer. The new red bin recycling scheme that has recently been introduced at least makes sure that the cans will be recycled without too much effort. I then picked up the glass bottles on another walk. These were put in the glass recycling bins on Kentwood Hill. Handy having them nearby because a bag of glass bottles is quite heavy. And then last but not least I did another session of picking up the ordinary litter. 

It did look quite nice after that. The pleasure of doing it came when on the first outing a woodpecker was very much present. It seemed to follow me along the lane. I hope he wasn’t upset.
I was reminded that the patch of the end of the lane by Rodway Road, instead of the brambles, it needs to be grassed over as with the other banks there. In addition it needs at least two sturdy seats and a set of bins to collect beer cans and plastic bottles, 3 glass bottle bins and a general litter bin  ie six fairly big bins.

It is obvious that people come and drink in the area. We don’t necessarily want to stop them, after all they will only go somewhere else. But it does have to be made easier for people to dispose of the cans etc afterwards. A very low level light would allow people to see what is going on without driving the drinkers somewhere else. Although thinking about it there is probably adequate levels of light already. We want them to be there and for it to be nice for them to be there. It costs money to cut the grass and empty the bins but there are other areas of grass and other bins in the vicinity so apart from the initial cost of grassing the area and provided the seats and bins, such a scheme  wouldn’t add a lot to the overall cost of maintaining the area to keep it looking pleasant.

I think this thought needs reviewing to see if we could do this project.

Report re clearup in  McIlroys and Bates Hill

The path up into McIroys by the mini roundabout in Thirlemere Road is consistently full of litter. Since there are a number of volunteers, especially in the morning, much of the litter was collected although it was not possible to venture further into the wooded areas. It was unfortunate the a number of children, who like to go into the woods, turn up to help when the session had closed. There were the usual signs of areas close to Potteries Road that are used by drinkers. And signs of cars being driven into the woods.  So saying this year McIlroys itself was not too mucky. Overall there was a certain amount of litter but not nearly as bad as last year.
Bates Hill is another area that attracts litter and dumping and significant quantities were collected. The large dumped items in the grass/wooded area opposite the Early Years Centre were reported to RBC via Love Clean Reading. However, there is a small amount of improvement now that the bottom end of the Hill is now fenced off from the public. This used to be a den of miscreants. It will be interesting to see where they now lurch off to.

The large dumped items in the grass/wooded area opposite the Early Years Centre were reported to RBC via Love Clean Reading  

Report re clearup down Norcot Road and the Potteries edge of McIlroys

The grass verge outside Meadowpark School was very messy. This side of Norcot Road was cleared and was the alleyway down the side of the school. Then the right side of Potteries Road was cleared. We didn’t clear the far end, but it has been noticed that Potteries Road tends to be litter strewn most of the time. We also cleared the bank at the entrance to McIlroys opposite the pub. Lots of bottles and glass there of course.

On the way back the left side of Norcot Road going up the hill was cleared.

Report re clearup in Blundells Copse and Blagrave Rec

A large amout of casual litter was collected over the Saturday morning. Lots of people came to help. As usual there were a lot of cans – not all of them empty (!) and quite a few bottles. Again, there are no bins suitable for collecting the cans and bottles or general litter on a normal everyday basis. Whether they would be used is another matter. It would be nice to think that we could encourage drinkers to at least leave the empties at the side of the paths rather than chuck them into the brambles. Even if they don’t take them away it would be so much easier for other people to clear them up!
And Finally

Finally, we would like to say thank you to the local businesses that donated prizes for the raffle that we hold for volunteers.

And we would like to thank the bin men for coming and taking away the bags of collected litter – yes all 37 of them.

And I would like to say thanks the fact that we still have these pretty woodlands on our doorstep and being spring, we enjoyed the birds and budding flowers. But we do need to look after them.

Liz Ellis

For Tilehurst Globe

